
Dear Ms. Flippo: 
 

Thank you for your statement submitted during the public 
open house held in Muscatine, Iowa, on August 4, 2003.  Your 
statement was filed for the record during the public meeting of 
the Mississippi River Commission held in Hannibal, Missouri, on 
August 14, 2003.  In your statement you expressed your support 
for the construction of 1,200-foot locks and security at the 
lock and dam sites. 
 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has a program in progress 
to protect critical infrastructure.  At some lock and dams, this 
can mean a restructuring of visitor access to the site.  It is 
the goal of the Corps to allow visitors at all Corps sites 
consistent with protection of the site critical assets.  The 
Corps is coordinating waterborne threat assessments with the 
U.S. Coast Guard because the Coast Guard is responsible for 
waterborne security in the United States.  Security measures 
addressing watercraft are in the planning stages. 
 
The Upper Mississippi River-Illinois Waterway System Navigation 
Feasibility Study team has recently presented their tentative 
alternative plans to improve navigation efficiency.  For a 
detailed description of these alternatives and the decision 
process that will lead to the selection of a final recommended 
plan, please refer to the July 2003 Status Report found in the 
“Newsletters and Status Reports” section of the study website 
(http://www2.mvr.usace.army.mil/umr-iwwsns/).  The full economic 
and environmental evaluations necessary to support a potential 
recommendation for construction of navigation improvements and 
implementation of ecosystem restoration   
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measures were completed in October 2003.  These tentative 
alternative plans were presented at a series of public meetings 
in October 2003.  The September 2003 study newsletter, also 
provided on the study’s website in the “Newsletters and Status 
Reports” section, provides dates and locations of the public 
meetings.  The final feasibility report is currently scheduled 
for completion in 2004. 
 

The Mississippi River Commission appreciates your comments 
and concern for the security and efficiency of our inland 



waterway navigation infrastructure.  Corps personnel are working 
closely with our stakeholders to ensure the Upper Mississippi 
River System continues to be a nationally significant ecosystem 
and a nationally significant commercial navigation system as 
designated by Congress. 
 

The Commission appreciates receiving your comments and will 
be pleased to hear from you at our future public meetings. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Don T. Riley 
Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
President Designee, Mississippi  
   River Commission 


